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Natural Environments

from Ihl.'lT pt"l.'t> and thl.'ir Il.'aming was

/P fmtlll.'T dl.'laYl.'d. l)plcal childrl.'n did

--'--, nOI sel.' dllldrl.'tl Wilh dl.'lays or disabih
ill'S aud did not ll.'arn that Chlldrl.'ll with
dlsablhtil.'s l.'XlSlOO. Falllihl.'s who
fought for tlH' law saId that whill.' going
to the grocery store Wilh a child with
cl.'ll'bral palsy or autismllllghl bl.' mffi
cult, it IS llllportalllihat fanuhes reCl"lW

Sl.'lVICes to hl.'lp thl.'lll to do all ofthl.' tlungs fallllltl.'S
walll alld tH"t'd to do

Fallllhl'S with childrell Wltll de-Iays or msabllttil.'S
walll to alteod religtous servlCl.'S; thl.'Y want to go 10
thl.' park, and to altl.'lld fallllly and COllllllillUly
eVl'llts. Provide-rs Call help fatnihl.'s to llunk about
whal challellgt"s 11ll'y 1l1Ight fare domg thl'Sl" things
and help Ihl'lll to llunk abont what Call bl' dOlll.' to

lnakl.' these aCllntil.'S posSlbll.' SelVlCt' pro\'ldl.'rs
can help fal111lil.'s to practict': th"'Y may go WIth lhl.'
f31lllly 10 thl.' grOCl"l)' store. Maybl.' thl.' child nl.'t'ds
support to Sl1 in the shopplllg can, or possibly tile
f31lllly 1l1"l'dS ways to de-al with thl.' child's challl.'llg

ttlg bl'ha\'IOl"S. Going to Ihl.' grocel)' Slore clin also
bl.' a tlllll.' for leallllllg for all infant Of toddler. It can
bt' a 11t1ll.' to pracricl" cOllnting, name colors, and
play 111atcmnjl: gallll.'s.

Your child's nanu"llll.'ll\'l1lIllilll.'lll can bl' your

home; it may al50 bl.' thl.' pam, tlH' grocery store, thl.'
hbrary, a ll'staurall1. It IS ally place your family
would nOffiJally bt' with YOllr duld, doing thl" tlungs
that all fanlllil.'s do with thl.'lT chilwn, as thl.'Y grow
and 11"al1l.

--
£

Maureen Cas€)\ a family representa
tive on rhe ICC, contributed 'his arlicle. Az
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and supports to mfants and toddlers and
theu families whe'lI a duld has a disabil
ity or IS not rt'arhillg ce11al1l111ill·slolll'S.

The family and therr tl.'am decIde the
selVlces and supports needed to sUppol1 llll.' falluly
to care for that child. TIle law says that services
and SIlPPOns mil,! be, "to the maXlIllum extent
approprmll.'._ U1lmturlll envirullmellls, mcludlllg
th\." home. and cOlmulIlllty Sl'llmgs in which chil
dren without disabllilil.'S pattiClpall.'."

Early Illleivelltloll serm.'l."S and supports are pr0

vided miller a fedemllaw, IDEA. (Individuals with
Disabllilil.'s Educallon Improvl.'tllem Act). TIll" law
says thaI the team, made up oftlie child;, parents,
support Of serncl.' coordmator. and propll.' provid
mg sen'ICl.'S to thl.' child, must stan with thl.' ide-a
that sl.'r\icl.'s an' gomg to bl' Illthl.' naturall.'lI\-rroll
ml.'lli. Ifthl.' tl.'am bl.'bl.'\·l.'s thai servlCl.'S cannot bl.'

III thl.' naturall.'lIvirolll1ll.'tlI, thl.'Y lIlust say why 1I0t
and what thl.'Y all' dotllg to changl.' that.

COIlgrt'SS \\TOll.' tlH' law wry strongly on tlus
pomt Famihl.'s of dllldrl.'tl Wilh msabllltil.'S told
Congn">s to stop lsolallng childrl.'n w1lh ms.abiliul.'s
from Ihl.'ir cOinmuuitH's. B!'foll' thl.' law, clulwn
with disabililll.'s did not alll.'nd ll'gular schools; thl.'Y
did not do till.' Salnl.' lhlllg'i othl.'!' Chlldrl.'tl Wl.'ll'
domg at thl.' saml.' agl.'. By Sl.'JIarallng cluldrl.'n in
tlus way, dllldrl.'tl with msabllitil.'s did not Il.'atll
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